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Abstract 



Connected to a sterilizing chamber 2 which contains an article are a hydrogen peroxide gas feeder 6, 
a vacuum pump 12 for drawing gas from the chamber, and an air inlet 24 which is connected through 
a sterilizing filter 26. Also connected to the chamber 2 is a circulation path 34 including an outlet 
valve 38, a circulating fan 36 and an inlet valve 40, and a platinum catalyst 46 is disposed in the 
circulation path 34. Initially, an article is contained in the chamber 2, which is drawn to a vacuum 
I condition, whereupon hydrogen peroxide gas is fed to the chamber for sterilization. The suction and 
the gas feeding are alternately repeated. After the sterilization, the vacuum pump 12 draws gas from 
the chamber 2 to establish a vacuum condition. Sterilized air is then introduced into the chamber 2, 
thus recovering a pressure which is slightly below the atmospheric pressure. Valves 38, 40 in the 
circulation path 34 are opened and the circulating fan 36 is operated, causing the gas in the chamber 
2 to circulate. Hydrogen peroxide gas is adsorped by platinum, allowing a degassing operation to be 

completed in a reduced length of time. fTj 
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